[image: image1.png]East Sussex Strategic Partnership




East Sussex Assembly, 18 September 2007

Wicked Issues
Wicked issues are: 
· Difficult and ever-changing 

· Cross-cutting – likely to affect, and be affected by other problems
· Not being resolved and/or creating other problems
· Deeply embedded
· Have a high social and financial cost
· Have a high profile politically

· Hot topics for local people and communities
It is often difficult to define what the problem is, let alone how to resolve it. Furthermore, wicked issues won't keep still: they are sets of complex, interacting issues evolving in a dynamic social context. Often, new forms of wicked issues emerge as a result of trying to understand and solve one of them.

Examples:

· Alcohol misuse

· Gypsies and travellers

· Affordable housing

· Anti-social behaviour

· NEETS

· Road safety

· Domestic violence

· Teenage pregnancy

· Smoking cessation

· Economic migrants

· Travel

· Service based economy

· Recycling

