
CHAPTER 7: Rother





Your Children & Young People

Our Ambition

Is to consult and engage with children, young people and their
families in the development of facilities and extended day
services which meet their needs, enable all to participate in the
wider community and realise their potential. In particular, we
will develop family support services that promote the health,
confidence and safety of all children and seek to reduce
disaffection and tackle the underlying social causes of crime
and anti social behaviour.

Why is this a priority?

 The community’s continuing prosperity will depend on its creativity, skills
and willingness to contribute

 Services and facilities to support children and young people realise their
potential, and make the transition to adulthood require continuous
improvement and evaluation, and

 Many young people feel marginalised and patronised by adults. They
need to be engaged and consulted, be given opportunities and
encouraged to participate and contribute to community activity. Surveys
conducted with young people through Local Action Plans and for the
Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) cite “things to do and places
to go” as their top priority.

Our top priority

To refine the area Action Plan for Rother to meet the objectives of the
Government’s ‘Every Child Matters’, ‘Youth Matters’ and the new extended
day services agenda, focussing on key areas of identified need.

Your Community Safety

Our Ambition

Is to actively support the Safer Rother Partnership’s (the local
Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership) efforts to reduce
crime, anti-social behaviour and the fear of crime.

Why is this a priority?

 Residents (Satisfaction Survey 2006) said that the level of Crime was the
most important thing to make an area a good place to live, (although it is
low down the list for improvement), and

 Rother is a safe place to live, work and visit and we want to keep it safe.

Our top priority

To provide support and to implement initiatives where appropriate to help
achieve a reduction in Crime (British Crime Survey Comparator Crime).

The Safer Rother Partnership uses intelligence and analysis to target its
partnership resources to where the crime is being committed. Works in
partnership to target the most prolific offenders across Rother, and also
focuses on reducing the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour on the
local community and the fear of crime.

The Safer Rother Partnership also contributes to the reduction in crime
across East Sussex.



Your Culture & Leisure

Our Ambition

Is to provide year round opportunities for both local people and
visitors to access and participate in a wide range of culture,
sport and leisure activity.

To also build a strong multi-agency partnership to guide
Rother’s cultural development and advocate the role of culture
& leisure in social, environmental and economic well being.

Why is this a priority?

 Potential to improve the quality of people’s lives

 Promotes healthy lifestyles and living, both physical and mental

 Supports community cohesion, local identity and stronger communities

 Helps reduce crime and anti-social behaviour, particularly through
increased diversionary activity

 Economic and regenerative impact of local recreation, cultural tourism
and the creative industries, and

 Contributes to protection of both built and natural environment.

Our top priority

To encourage healthy active lifestyles through increased opportunities to
participate in sport, leisure and cultural activities.

Your Employment & Skills

Our Ambition

To ensure that the people and businesses of Rother have the
right level of skills, and space to grow to support a flourishing
local economy.

Why is this a priority?

Low average earnings 5.5% below the regional average; pockets of high
levels of unemployment.

Our top priority

To support the development of new commercial workplace throughout the
District.

Your Environment

Our Ambition

Is to meet our global obligation to reduce Rother’s
environmental impact by reducing consumption of non-
renewable resources (including fresh water), reducing waste,
and improving local biodiversity.

Why is this a priority?

Environmental and economic constraints combine to make reducing the use
of all non-renewable resources important. The cumulative environmental
impacts and financial costs of such activities as aggregate extraction, water
treatment, energy generation, and waste disposal are all increasing. It
makes good economic sense to address these issues now as well as being
necessary to protect our environment.

Our top priority

Reduce waste.



Your Health

Our Ambition

To coordinate the action of local organisations to improve the
health and reduce health inequalities within the population of
Rother.

Why is this a priority?

Rother has a higher than average population of older people. Overall poverty
in Rother is below the England average but levels of health deprivation vary
throughout the district with over 8,400 people dependent on means tested
benefits and over 2,400 children living in low income families. Socially
disadvantaged people tend to live in Bexhill and Rye, but inequalities are
also experienced in rural communities, but these tend to be less apparent.

(APHO and Department of Health. 2007. Rother Health Profile 2007.
London).

Our top priority

Reducing smoking, especially in disadvantaged groups and pregnant
women.

Your Housing

Our Ambition

To influence the development of sustainable communities by
raising awareness of the affordable housing options; providing
better and environmentally sustainable accommodation and
tackling housing related poverty.

Why is this a priority?

Local Action Plans have identified a lack of affordable housing as a barrier to
sustaining rural communities, which is currently under-represented in the
housing register.

The Rother District population profile has the second highest population over
65 and the highest over 85 population by district in England and Wales.

Our top priority

Raise awareness to engage rural communities and assist individuals to live
in the area of their choice.

Your Transport

Our Ambition

To support initiatives that reduce road congestion and pollution
levels by improving travel choices for all people and reducing
demand for travel by car.

Why is this a priority?

Rother residents have identified issues of road congestion, traffic speed,
road safety and accessibility of services as key to improving the quality of life
in the area.

Our top priority

To support the development of school travel plans and walking buses as a
way of encouraging shorter journeys to be made using alternatives to the
car.

Further information about the work of the LSP can be viewed on our
website at www.rother.gov.uk/LSP or you can e-mail lsp@rother.gov.uk

http://www.rother.gov.uk/LSP
mailto:lsp@rother.gov.uk

