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The covenant was signed by: 

(Back, from left): 
Keith Stevens, Chair of the ESSP
Bernard Stonestreet, Hastings &    Rother Division SSAFA


(Front, from left): 
Les Coppard, County Chairman, RBL
Cllr Chris Dowling, Chairman, ESCC
Brigadier Simon Wolsey OBE, Regional Brigade Commander 

2 (South East) Brigade

A PARTNERSHIP of organisations in East Sussex has made a pledge of support to the county’s armed forces community.

The East Sussex Strategic Partnership (ESSP) has signed an Armed Forces Community Covenant - a voluntary statement of mutual support between the civilian community and serving and retired members of the armed forces and their families.

Representatives from the armed forces, military charities and the ESSP met today (MAY 14 2013) to sign the covenant in a ceremony at County Hall, in Lewes.

Cllr Chris Dowling, chairman of East Sussex County Council, the administering organisation for the covenant, said: “Serving and retired members of the armed forces should face no disadvantage compared to other citizens in relation to the provision of public and commercial services.

“The organisations that make up the ESSP, which include the county council, the five district and borough councils in East Sussex, the police, fire and rescue service, local businesses, community groups and voluntary sector organisations, are committed to equality and diversity as providers of services. 

“The signing of the covenant demonstrates this commitment specifically in relation to service personnel and pledges that no member of the armed forces or their families shall be disadvantaged because they are, or have been, in the forces.”

Brigadier Simon Wolsey, commander, 2 (South East) Brigade, added: “I am delighted to sign this covenant on behalf of the armed forces with East Sussex County Council. This is an important milestone in bringing the civilian and military communities closer together to mutual benefit.”

Due to the absence of regular or special forces training bases in the county, military presence in East Sussex is relatively low.  However, covenants also cover cadets, reservists and veterans.  

The signing of the covenant allows access to the community covenant grant fund, which has been set up nationally to financially support local projects that strengthen the ties or the mutual understanding between members of the armed forces community and the wider community in which they are based or live.

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS (click 'link to photos' below to view images): 

http://eastsussex.images.vuelio.uk.com/pickuppictures.tlx?pickupid=658246
01 - Brigadier Simon Wolsey, Commander, 2 (South East) Brigade, signs the Armed Forces Community Covenant with East Sussex County Council chairman Cllr Chris Dowling 

02 - Cllr Dowling and Brigadier Wolsey 

03 - Present at the signing ceremony were: 
(Back, from left) : Tracy Evans, civil engagement officer for 2 (South East) Brigade, Major Tony Finch, transition officer for 2 (South East) Brigade, Keith Stevens, chairman of East Sussex Strategic Partnership, Bernard Stonestreet, from armed forces charity SSAFA, Becky Shaw, chief executive of East Sussex County Council. 
(Front, from left): Les Coppard, Royal British Legion county chairman, Cllr Chris Dowling, chairman of East Sussex County Council, Brigadier Simon Wolsey, commander, 2 (South East) Brigade, 



NOTES FOR EDITORS 
Founded in 2000, East Sussex Strategic Partnership (ESSP) brings together different parts of our local community - public services, local businesses, community groups and voluntary sector organisations - to help organisations work together in a co-ordinated way to plan local services, tackle the issues that matter to local people and improve quality of life in East Sussex. More information is available online at www.essp.org.uk 

39th (Skinners) Signal Regiment (Volunteers) has a squadron based in East Sussex (56 Signal Squadron) 
Sussex Army Cadet Force has three Companies with 25 Detachments serving East and West Sussex
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