Report to: East Sussex Strategic Partnership (ESSP)

Date:  8th July 2011

Title: The East Sussex Economic Development Strategy

Author: Kieran McNamara, Assistant Director Economy, ESCC, Economy, Transport, Environment Department 
Purpose: To update members of the ESSP board on the development of the East Sussex Economic Development Strategy

	Recommendation:

That the East Sussex Strategic Partnership:

1. Notes the progression of the Strategy and the timetable for its development and consultation with a view to subsequent adoption of it as ESSP’s Economic Development Strategy for East Sussex.


1. Introduction/Background

1.1. The new Local Economic Assessment (LEA) Duty (2009) for upper tier local authorities was put into place to encourage local authorities to play a stronger role in local economic development. The development of the East Sussex LEA coincided with the need, under the Pride of Place Integrated Sustainable Community Strategy, for East Sussex to develop a new Economic Development Strategy (EDS) for the County. 

1.2 The development of a robust LEA as the main evidence base for the EDS needed to inform and be informed by relevant policy and evidence documents at various levels, national to local; at the local level this included District/Borough Local Development Frameworks (LDFs), their (draft) Core Strategies and supporting documents, and the for County the developing Local Transport Plan 3. It also included business led evidence collected via the East Sussex Annual Business Survey.

2. Actions to date
2.1 The LEA was subject to one month’s consultation earlier in the year; all responses have been reviewed and included as appropriate. Additionally the document data has just been fully updated (to include the new Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010). The LEA is now being prepared for posting on East Sussex in Figures.

2.2 Both the LEA and the developing Economic Development Strategy have been subject to input from relevant ESCC departments and economic development officers from the Borough and District Councils. In addition a business workshop and a wider partners’ workshop (based on invitees from the ESSP Assembly) were held last year. 

3. The new context
3.1 The challenges and key issues facing East Sussex are not new – most have long been recognised, however the depth and challenges of some issues e.g. worklessness have been worsened by the recession. The context and the way in which these challenges will be addressed in the near future have also shifted dramatically. There have been profound changes in the economic, fiscal and policy context in the UK, with long-lasting consequences for economic development policy and practice. These changes present particular challenges when considering the development of an economic development strategy.  
3.2 The Government’s Local Growth White Paper,
 and more recently the draft Localism Bill, have set out how the government intends to implement its economic ambition – putting businesses and local communities more ‘in charge of their own futures’. Whilst regional agencies are being phased out, sub regional areas have, as directed by government, instituted Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) to provide the sub regional strategic lead on aspects of economic development. All LEPs comprising public/private partnerships are charged with rebalancing the economy away from reliance on public sector jobs through private sector job creation. 
3.3 The East Sussex, Essex, Kent, Medway, Southend and Thurrock LEP is still developing detail on its strategic priorities. It has however identified overarching priorities, including rural and coastal, transport infrastructure, supporting business and growth opportunities, which are areas that are important to East Sussex.
4. Development of the Economic Development Strategy
4.1 The development of the draft Economic Development Strategy will set out the issues and opportunities for East Sussex for the next 10 years. It will put forward a strategy for economic growth for this period, providing a direction of travel and identifying priorities and actions for partners and stakeholders to align efforts and their more limited resources. 
4.2 The document is intended to focus on the Pride of Place priorities of:

· Developing our economy, creating jobs and increasing prosperity. 

· Providing high quality education, learning and skills opportunities. 

· Improving travel choices and access to services. 

· Providing high quality affordable housing. 

· Protecting our natural and built environments and adapting and responding to climate change

4.3 The timetable for the strategy is as follows:-

· Draft strategy out to consultation by the end of August 2011

· Strategy and summary of consultation responses to ESSP in November 2011

· Final Strategy for approval to ESSP in January 2012

5. Conclusion and Recommendation

The draft Economic Development for East Sussex will directly support delivery of 5 Pride of Place priorities; it is recommended that ESSP notes the progress of the draft EDS and endorses the public consultation of the Strategy with a view to subsequent adoption of it as ESSP’s Economic Development Strategy for East Sussex. 

� HM Government (2010) Local Growth: Realising every place’s potential 





